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LIONS CLUB INDUCTION CEREMONY

______________________________,   WOULD YOU PLEASE COME FORWARD. LION________________________________AS HIS SPONSOR WOULD YOU PLEASE COME FORWARD.  ALSO, WOULD ________________'s SPOUSE (______________)   PLEASE COME FORWARD.  ________________________, YOU HAVE  BEEN APPROVED FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE LARGEST SERVICE ORGANIZATION IN THE WORLD.     


LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL WAS FOUNDED IN JUNE 1917 WHEN MELVIN JONES, A CHICAGO INSURANCE MAN, MET WITH MEN FROM 12 DIFFERENT SERVICE CLUBS AND CONVINCED THEM THAT THEIR ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD BAND TOGETHER AND EXPAND THEIR EFFORTS TO BETTER SERVE THEIR COMMUNITIES AND THE WORLD AT LARGE - RATHER THAN JUST LOCAL BUSINESS INTERESTS.


SINCE THAT MEAGER BEGINNING, LIONS CLUBS 

INTERNATIONAL HAS GROWN TO AN ORGANIZATION OF:



-  OVER ________________ MEMBERS



-  IN _________ CLUBS AND DISTRICTS



-  IN _____ NATIONS AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS.


OUR EMBLEM CONSISTS OF A GOLD "L" ON A CIRCULAR PURPLE FIELD, BORDERED BY TWO LION PROFILES ON EITHER SIDE FACING AWAY FROM THE CENTER.  SYMBOLICALLY, THE LIONS FACE BOTH THE PAST AND THE FUTURE.........




-  PROUD OF THE PAST




-  CONFIDENT OF THE FUTURE.


OUR MOTTO IS "WE SERVE".  WHAT BETTER WAY TO EXPRESS THE TRUE MISSION OF LIONISM?


OUR COLORS ARE PURPLE AND GOLD. PURPLE STANDS FOR: 
  

 -  LOYALTY TO FRIENDS AND ONE'S SELF, AND



 -  INTEGRITY OF MIND AND HEART.


GOLD SYMBOLIZES: 


-  SINCERITY OF PURPOSE

           
-  LIBERALITY IN JUDGEMENT

            
-  PURITY IN LIFE, AND
    

-  GENEROSITY IN MIND, HEART AND PURSE



       TOWARD ONE'S FELLOW MAN.


LIONS CLUBS ARE INVOLVED IN PROVIDING SUPPORT TO:



-  SIGHT AND HEARING IMPAIRED



-  YOUTH ACTIVITIES



-  DRUG AWARENESS PROGRAMS



-  DIABETES AWARENESS PROGRAMS



-  COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELFARE, AND

-  NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL WELFARE ACTIVITIES.


THIS CLUB WORKS AT SEVERAL MAJOR FUND-RAISING ACTIVITES IN ORDER TO RAISE MONEY TO HELP THE COMMUNITY.  YOU WILL BE EXPECTED TO SHARE IN THAT WORK.  YOU WILL ALSO BE EXPECTED TO ATTEND ALL CLUB MEETINGS AND SUPPORT OTHER CLUB ACTIVITIES.    I CAN TELL YOU FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE THAT YOU WILL ALWAYS GET BACK MORE FROM LIONISM THAN YOU CAN EVER GIVE. 

LET ME SHARE A SHORT POEM WITH YOU.  IT PRETTY MUCH SAYS IT ALL:



SOME MEMBERS KEEP THEIR ORGANIZATIONS 




STRONG,



WHILE OTHERS JOIN JUST TO BELONG.



SOME DIG RIGHT IN.



SOME SERVE WITH PRIDE.



SOME GO ALONG JUST FOR THE RIDE.



SOME VOLUNTEER TO DO THEIR SHARE.



WHILE SOME LIE BACK AND JUST DON'T CARE....



ON MEETING DAYS SOME ALWAYS SHOW,

      

WHILE THERE ARE THOSE WHO NEVER GO....



SOME ALWAYS PAY THEIR DUES AHEAD,



SOME GET BEHIND FOR MONTHS INSTEAD.



SOME DO THEIR BEST...SOME LET THINGS GO,



SOME NEVER HELP THEIR ORGANIZATION GROW,



SOME DRAG.....SOME PULL,



SOME DON'T AND SOME DO,



CONSIDER NOW.......WHICH OF THESE ARE YOU?


KNOWING ALL OF THIS, ARE YOU STILL INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE ANYWHERE LIONS CLUB?  WILL YOU ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH ACCOMPANY THAT MEMBERSHIP?  THE SECRETARY   HAS PREPARED A MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE FOR YOU. WE THINK IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE ALREADY FRAMED IT FOR YOU.  WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL FIND A SUITABLE PLACE IN  YOUR  HOME OR OFFICE TO HANG IT;  AND OCCASIONALLY, WHEN YOU WALK PAST IT, YOU'LL THROW OUT YOUR CHEST AND SAY:

IT'S GREAT TO BE A LION!


THE CLUB ALSO HAS A NEW MEMBER PACKET FOR YOU TO TAKE HOME.  WHEN YOU GET A CHANCE, I ENCOURAGE YOU TO REVIEW THESE MATERIALS AND REFRESH YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF LIONISM.


YOUR SPONSOR HAS SOME SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES, TOO.  HE MUST HELP INTRODUCE YOU TO ALL THE CLUB MEMBERS. INITIALLY, HE WILL REMIND YOU OF THE MEETING DATES AND HELP MAKE YOU FEEL A PART OF THE CLUB AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.  BY RECOMMENDING YOU FOR MEMBERSHIP, HE HAS ALREADY ACCEPTED THESE DUTIES.


AND NOW, AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR, I WELCOME YOU TO LIONISM ON BEHALF OF ALL THE LIONS WORLDWIDE!!


 ONE OF THE OFFICERS OF THE CLUB IS CALLED THE TAILTWISTER.   IT IS HIS DUTY TO HELP LIVEN UP THE MEETINGS.  HE WILL FINE YOU FOR TALKING ABOUT YOUR WORK OR YOUR FAMILY AT A DINNER MEETING.  BUT NOW FOR A COUPLE OF MINUTES YOU CAN TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT YOURSELF, YOUR FAMILY  AND YOUR BUSINESS WITHOUT FEAR OF BEING FINED BY THE TAIL TWISTER.

(NOTE:  Where the word “him” is written, you may substitute the word “her,” as appropriate.)


